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Greetings 

I hope you missed us last month when there was no Newsletter.  This was because 
there was no news!  Or, perhaps there was some news but no one sent anything in.  
This month we have plenty.  Judging has been going on all through July and we 
have photographs and accounts of what has been happening.  It has been a tricky 
time for gardeners,  with intense heat and very little rain, challenging our skills and 
energy.  In recent years, the RHS has focused on Water and it is interesting to see 
how groups are managing to save water and to maximise its use.  Keep up the good 
work! 
Please keep sending in your news.  How was your judging?  What did you show? 

Carol 
doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com 
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Sutton Coldfield in Bloom returns 
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, Sutton Coldfield did not enter the in Bloom 
campaign between 2020-2021. However our aims and objectives were never too far 
from people’s minds.  Sutton Coldfield is 
a blaze of colour and judges were 
greeted with a  huge horticultural hello, 
taking in 10,000 metres of wildflower 
planting across the town. They toured a 
loca l nature reserve, communi ty 
allotment plots and a recycling centre  as 
well as being treated to a tour of Sutton 
Park. 
We have a thriving community base of 
volunteers that is  continually growing. 
Community spirit has really increased 
over the last few years and everyone is 
thrilled to be entering the campaign once 
again. 
Everyone involved with Sutton Coldfield 
in Bloom would like to give a special 
thank you to Jennifer and Gareth who 
visited the Town on 7 July to assess our 
entry. 

Good luck to everyone entering this year 
and we look forward to meeting you in September 
Natalia Gorman 

Note - The Bloom Awards event will be held at Harvest Fields Centre, Sutton 
Coldfield on 15 September  and It’s Your Neighbourhood awards will be given out on 
22 September at the Tally Ho Centre, Edgbaston, Birmingham.  Watch the Heart of 
England in Bloom website for information. 
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The Apprentices 
What is it like to join the judging team?  Read what Peter Rothwell-Jackson says 
below and note - we are still looking for new judges.  If you think you might like to 
join us, please contact Mark  mark.wiltshire62@gmail.com 

Having Only Ever Imagined Brilliance  … 

‘Darling I hope you don’t mind but I have volunteered us…’    These were the words 
that greeted me after my wife had attended a seminar held by the RHS Heart of 
England In Bloom in mid-March -  words more crushing than any heavy weight 
wrestler could inflict.  Having recently retired, our diary was more crammed than 
when we had were working full-time. I had been given sobering advice prior to 
retiring that it was easy to volunteer but impossible to un-volunteer yourself.  
Hindsight is a wonderful thing. 

So, we were going to become judges for the Royal Horticultural Society. Words at 
this point had failed me, I know I had done plant physiology at university and I have 
enjoyed my gardens over many years, even having two allotments. But surely, we 
were two Minnows swimming in a pod of Leviathans?  So, at the end of April, we set 
off for the Town Hall at Royal Leamington Spa for a training day. The location did 
nothing to reduce my expectation of meeting gods of the horticultural world. 

Well, our fears and expectations were quickly allayed as these friendly Leviathans 
welcomed us with open arms. The 
meeting proceeded and the group then 
split into the Leviathans and the 
Minnows. Us Minnows then had an 
enjoyable couple of hours going through 
structures and marking schedules. It 
was decided that we would shadow 
more experienced judges at It’s Your 
Neighbourhood projects this year and 
move to In Bloom assessments in the 
future. So, two brave ‘Sorcerers’ in the 
shape of Carol and Helen had two new 
‘Apprentices’ in Janet and Peter. 

So, dates and contact details were exchanged and then we had to wait. July was the 
designated month for the assessments and it soon arrived. The butterflies were alive 
and flourishing in our tummies and we set off to Uttoxeter. 
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At this stage of writing, we have now completed ten entries and have had the most 
marvellous experiences. From small intimate gardens run by a few dedicated 
volunteers to more grandiose establishments with many enthusiastic helpers on 
significant grants and awards. In all the projects visited, the inspiration these 
gardeners have created is brilliant. Some have made, out of almost nothing but a fly-
tipping site, a long-neglected 19th century garden. We have met individuals 
recognised by the Queen for their support in communities to people with learning 
difficulties and even refugees making a difference in their new safe haven.  This is 
such a worthwhile project and I feel the people we have met have truly appreciated 
the experience and recognition.  We are already looking forward to our judging next 
year. 

Judging 2022 

Judging is still in full swing as I prepare this newsletter..  Here are some photos of 
the stunning sights that we see as we travel around the Heart of England in Bloom.  
Do send in your photos. 

Oswestry   

The entrance to Oswestry’s Cae Glas Park 
celebrating this year’s jubilee 

  

The statue of the poet Wilfred Owen 
was installed in the park in 2018 to 
commemorate his death just before 
Armistice day in 1918. 
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Stourbridge      
Major Frank Foley was a passport control 
officer for the British embassy in Berlin .  He 
‘bent the rules’ and helped thousands of 
Jewish families escape from Nazi Germany 
after Kristallnacht and before the outbreak of 
the Second World War. He is officially 
recognised as a British Hero of the 
Holocaust.  He retired to Eveson Road, 
Stourbridge in 1949 and died aged 73 in 
1958. In September 2018, a statue was 
unveiled by Prince William in Mary Stevens 
Park Stourbridge. 

Dunchurch 

Sometimes, life as a judge can be hard.  Imagine walking round a village on 18 July 
with temperatures in the mid-30s.  The residents of Dunchurch did their best to keep 

us cool - even holding umbrellas over 
us at times.  Happily we could go into 
a lovely, slightly cooler summer house 
to see the evidence of all-year-round 
activity. 
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And - again in Oswestry, judges sometimes 
have to be pushed round in a cart! 

Haymills, Birmingham 

It’s really great to see that children are sending out messages about their 
environmental concerns.  These beautiful pieces of art were made by children in 
Haymills during their half term holiday and are placed on a fence in their local pocket 
park 

Also, as Birmingham is currently hosting 
the Commonwealth Games, Haymills 
residents wove images of sports into 
the railings of the Park.  Wonderful! 
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Shrewsbury 

Emma Sibbing, one of the HoE judges, received this from a resident of Shrewsbury 
recently.  It is very heartening for Bloom groups to have such feedback: 

‘Just reading Shrewsbury Town Council's newsletter, which announces that HoEiB 
will be visiting Shrewsbury to judge this year's displays on 26 July.  As a resident, I 
can't speak highly enough of the Town Council's floral displays.  The whole town is 
an absolute joy and I hope that Shrewsbury, and particularly the team of 
horticulturalists who actually do the work, is rewarded by the biggest gold star you 
can award.  They not only do a good job, they're lovely people as well’. 
Caroline. 
Pride Hill, Shrewsbury. 

Hundreds of photographs must have been taken during this year’s judging.  
Please send them in and tell us how it was for you. 
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